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EASY UPGRADE NO. 1 
Pick a Palette
And stick to it. Look for a 
range of colors for your 
space and try not to deviate. 
“Even something like a bag 
of chips can throw it off,” 
Alesch says. (Standefer adds, 
“Put those chips in a bowl.”)

EASY UPGRADE NO. 2 
Drop Anchor 
“Men want pieces  
that will help them live 
beautifully, whether they’re 
drinking or watching TV,” 
Standefer says. Find a  
bar cart or console that 
inspires you and the  
rest of your room will  
fall into place.

“Retail isn’t dead, it’s just boring,” Robin Standefer 
says. She and her husband, Stephen Alesch, make up 

Roman and Williams, the design firm that has rebuffed 
slick minimalism in favor of architectural detail, layered 
tactile surfaces, and witty historical references. It’s a 
diverse style that’s still easy to recognize. In New York, 
you’ll find it in places like the Standard High Line (sexy, 
retro-futuristic), Ace Hotel (warm, patinaed), and Le 
Coucou (restrained, airy). If you’re lucky enough to be 
invited, you’ll also find it in the homes of celebrities like 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ben Stiller.

Now they’re bringing that same approach to the store-
front. The team is opening the Guild on Howard Street in 
New York’s SoHo, a sort of all-service emporium for those 
who want to live well. The shop carries its own products: 
a collection of beautifully made, weighty yet streamlined 
hardwood furniture (called “primitive modern”) as well as 
linens, fixtures, and ceramics. From there, the offerings 
blossom outward: There are collections from the duo’s 
favorite artisans, found objects, plus a design library, a 
flower shop, and a full-service café and bar.

Sounds a lot more inviting than Ikea, right? “We  
asked ourselves, ‘What is it like to be in our home?’ ” 
Standefer says. “There’s food. Flowers. Alcohol. You 
want to sit on the sofa and have a glass of wine.” Hang 
out long enough and some of their good taste might just 
rub off on you. —Jon Roth

D E S I G N 

THE HOME FRONT
WITH ITS FIRST STORE, THE WORLD-CLASS  

DESIGN FIRM ROMAN AND WILLIAMS IS PUTTING 
IN A BID TO REMAKE YOUR PLACE

Clockwise from top left: The Lab Lamp ($2,800),  
the Reader Chair ($6,000), and Footstool ($2,650). 

EASY UPGRADE NO. 3 
Branch Out
Florals don’t have to be fussy— 
or even be florals. Alesch 
suggests buying a ton of one 
species of flower for a  
simple but abundant look, or 
collecting branches for a 
dramatic, sculptural touch.
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