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But not just any jacket. Wade knows what fits a guy with an  
athletic build. (Something any guy who hits the gym can appreciate.) 
More important, Wade knows what he likes. So he called on Dan  
and Dean Caten of Dsquared2, and the three of them got to work.

Q:  What’s the right way to  
      cover DWYANE WADE?

A: In a WELL-TAILORED JACKET, of course.

We know what you’re thinking. 
A three-time NBA champion 

walked out of the locker room, signed 
a contract without looking, and 
slapped his name on some label called 
Dsquared2. But let us stop you right 
there. For one thing, Dwyane Wade is 
good friends with Dsquared2 design-
ers Dan and Dean Caten—drop-by-
the-house friends. For another, the 
six-four, 220-pound Chicago Bulls 
guard is a serious student of fashion. 
Has been for years.

It started with his stylist, Calyann 
Barnett. “Everybody thinks that they 
can dress themselves,” he says. “But 
she got me to try some new things, and 
that made a big difference.” By the time 
Wade’s style was getting as much cov-
erage as his game, he was ready to go 
deeper. So in 2011, Barnett took him 
to Milan to see the shows, and he found 
something special at Dsquared2. “That 
was my favorite. It was more like a par-
ty,” he says. He met the designers, he 
looked great in their clothes, and soon 
they became friends. “He’s got a great 
sense of style,” the twins say. “Between 
the three of us, we have a cool fash-
ion-sport relationship.” When Wade 
married Gabrielle Union three years lat-
er, he did so in a custom Dsquared2 tux.

Over lunch at his house, Wade ex-
pressed interest in designing some-
thing with the Catens, maybe a single 

piece. Many conversations, sketches, 
and plane flights later, they’ve created 
a nine-piece capsule collection, rang-
ing from slim-cut wool sweats and soft 
denim shirts to a silvered camouflage 
tux jacket. (Wade’s wearing it at right.) 
“We’ve collaborated with other peo-
ple before, but never to this extent,” 
the Catens say. “This was really a joint 
vision.”

Saks felt like the right retailer, for all 
the same reasons the collection exists 
in the first place: good relationships. 
“I’d met with Dwyane earlier this 
summer,” says Eric Jennings, VP and 
men’s-fashion director at Saks. “He’s 
got credibility, not just as an athlete 
but as a style icon.” Dsquared2 is al-
ready popular in the store, so the cap-
sule collection felt “like the stars were 
aligned,” says Jennings, who notes 
how well the collection suits athlet-
ic guys like Wade. The pants are full-
er in the thighs, then taper down the 
leg: a cut that feels fashionable but still 
comfortable.

That’s something Wade can appre-
ciate. “My butt’s a little bigger than 
some people’s, I guess. Sometimes 
you gotta have things taken in,” he 
says.  “But you’d be surprised how 
much I can wear off the rack. When 
I get the right fit, I feel like myself. I 
have a certain attitude, a certain swag-
ger.” Now you can, too.  —Jon Roth

On Wade:  Jacket ,  sh ir t ,  bow t ie ,  trousers,  and shoes  by  Dsquared2 .  
On Dan ( lef t )  and Dean (r ight) :  Sh ir ts ,  trousers,  and shoes  by  Dsquared2. 
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